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at. But no ! I will restrain myself; I will not act like a thought-
less fool; will do nothing rashly; my plan is laid, and I will
execute it calmly.
" I am acquainted with the Manager Serlo; my journey leads
me directly to the place where he is. For above a year he has
frequently been wishing that his people had a touch of my viva-
city, and my delight in theatrical affairs; I shall doubtless be
very kindly received. Into your company I cannot enter, for more
than one reason. Serb's theatre, moreover, is at such a distance
from this, that I may there begin my undertaking without any
apprehension of discovery. With him I shall thus at once find a
tolerable maintenance; I shall look about me in the public, get
acquainted with the company, and then come back for thee.
" Mariana, thou seest what I can force myself to do, that I
may certainly obtain thee. For such a period not to see thee ;
for such a period to know thee in the wide world ! I dare not
view it closely. But yet if I recall to memory thy love, which
assures me of all; if thou shalt not disdain my prayer, and give
me, ere we part, thy hand, before the priest; I may then depart
in peace. It is but a form between us, yet a form so touching ;
the blessing of Heaven to the blessing of the earth. Close by
thy house, in the Kitterschaft Chapel, the ceremony will be soon
and secretly performed.
"For the beginning I have gold enough; we will share it
between us ; it will suffice for both; and before that is finished,
Heaven will send us more.
" No, my darling, I am not downcast about the issue. What
is begun with so much cheerfulness must reach a happy end. I
have never doubted that a man may force his way through the
world, if he really is in earnest about it; and I feel strength
enough within me to provide a liberal support for two, and many
more. The world, we are often told, is unthankful; I have
never yet discovered that it was unthankful, if one knew how,
in the proper way, to do it service. My whole soul burns at
the idea, that I shall at length step forth and speak to the hearts
of men something they have long been yearning to hear. How
many thousand times has a feeling of disgust passed through me,
alive as I am to the nobleness of the stage, when I have seen
the poorest creatures fancying they could speak a word of power
to the hearts of the people ! The tone of a man's voice singing
treble sounds far pleasanter and purer to my ear: it is incredible

